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ALTA BADIA
THE COUNTDOWN HAS BEGUN FOR THE SKI WORLD CUP RACES 
ON THE GRAN RISA

The 40th anniversary of the Ski World Cup on the Gran Risa slope will be celebrated on Sunday, December 21, and Monday, December 22. The world’s top giant slalom and slalom skiers will be at the starting gate.

Alta Badia (South Tyrolean Dolomites/Italy) - The countdown has begun. The Gran Risa is fully covered in snow, and the entire valley is filled with a festive atmosphere. On Sunday, December 21, and Monday, December 22, a Giant Slalom and a Slalom will take place on the Gran Risa, one of the most spectacular and challenging slopes in the entire World Cup circuit.
Thanks to the hospitality areas, this edition will also celebrate both sport and lifestyle. Fans of the ski sport will be able to support their favourite athletes live, either from the grandstand at the parterre or from the three hospitality areas (Leitner VIP Lounge, Red Bull Energy Station, and Gran Risa Chalet), all ready to welcome numerous fans. Tickets to attend the races are available online at www.skiworldcup.it, while supplies last, or directly at the finish area on race days. Those who cannot follow the athletes live at the finish can cheer for them from home, thanks to worldwide TV coverage. The first run of both races starts at 10:00 a.m., while the second run is scheduled for 1:30 p.m.
The top three finishers will also receive trophies this year, created by the artist Daniele Basso, the author of the GIGANT sculpture installed at the start of the Gran Risa slope. This year’s trophy celebrates the 40th anniversary and serves as a thank you to the local community and region for their ongoing support. During the award ceremony, the winners will be toasted with sparkling wine from Cantina Drusian, a perfect way to celebrate the podium.

A RICH SIDE PROGRAM DURING THE WORLD CUP WEEKEND
The race weekend in Alta Badia kicks off on Saturday, December 20, with the start number draw in the center of La Villa. Starting at 5:30 p.m., there will be live music featuring the groups “Aurela Cörta,” “Simon & Mac,” and DJ Max Benzoni. At 7:00 p.m., spectators can watch the draw for the top 15 giant slalom athletes. The festivities continue on Saturday evening in the tent at the foot of the Gran Risa slope, where the “Riedberg Partyband” will perform, and grilled specialties will be served by the La Villa Fire Brigade. For this evening, everyone is invited to participate wearing a sweatshirt from past World Cup editions to celebrate 40 years of racing in Alta Badia.
Sunday, December 21, begins at 9:00 a.m. in the Gran Risa parterre with music mixed by DJ Max Benzoni. During the two runs, there will be musical entertainment with violin melodies by Andrea Casta, as well as a traditional dance performance by the group “Salvans.” A highlight of the World Cup races in Alta Badia is the flyover by the P.A.N. Frecce Tricolori, scheduled for 12:45 p.m. on Sunday.
Monday will also start with DJ music at the foot of the Gran Risa, and the interval between the two runs will be enlivened by the melodies of “Simon & Mac.” On Monday, December 22, the lifts on the Alta Badia plateau open at dawn for SunRisa, allowing skiers to watch the sunrise at 2,000 meters and ski on pristine slopes.
Accompanying this experience, guests can enjoy a hearty breakfast with wholesome, healthy products at the Club Moritzino, Ütia I Tablá, Ütia de Bioch, Ütia Piz Arlara, and Ütia Las Vegas mountain huts. The dishes offered were developed with the support of nutritionist Elena Casiraghi and contain the essential ingredients for a balanced breakfast.

TEST THE BEST – CHOOSING THE BEST WINTER PRODUCTS
On December 21 and 22, during the Ski World Cup races in Alta Badia, the top ski and sportswear brands come together for “Test the Best.” The test village allows visitors to discover and try out all the new products for Winter 2025/2026 directly on the slopes.
The expert ski instructors from Alta Badia will provide valuable advice on the new equipment and guide participants along the pistes.
The event takes place on Sunday, December 21, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., and Monday, December 22, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Piz La Ila cable car in La Villa.

A PHOTO EXHIBITION TO CELEBRATE THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY
Gran Risa celebrates the 40th anniversary of its first race, held in 1985: a competition that captured the skiing world and, year after year, has seen some of the greatest international champions descend its spectacular slopes. This iconic course has carved lines of glory in the snow, bearing witness to emotion, courage, and the passion of an entire valley.
To mark this important milestone, a photographic exhibition set up in the ski area tells the story of Gran Risa through images that speak of speed, determination, and legend. It is a tribute to all those who have helped make this course great and to Freddy Planinschek, the official photographer of the event since its first edition, who has captured every turn, every victory, and every emotion through his lens. The exhibition consists of 20 photographs, placed along the most scenic slopes of Alta Badia, offering fans a unique journey through sport, memory, and beauty.

THE ALTA BADIA WORLD CUP IN NUMBERS
The Gran Risa has hosted 57 World Cup races, confirming its status as one of the most iconic slopes on the international circuit. Over the years, it has hosted 43 men’s giant slaloms, the signature discipline of Alta Badia, as well as 7 slaloms, 5 parallel giant slaloms, and 2 women’s giant slaloms, creating a prestigious sporting history.
A total of 11 nations have achieved victories on this slope, with Austria and Switzerland leading the medal table, followed by Italy. Among the standout athletes is Marcel Hirscher, record-holder with 8 wins (6 in giant slalom), a true technical reference for the Gran Risa. Swiss skier Marco Odermatt follows with 5 victories, while Alberto Tomba completes the list of dominators with 4 wins and as many podiums that defined an era.
In the historical record of men’s races, Italy has achieved 25 podiums: 9 victorie, 10 second places, and 6 third places. The last Italian triumph dates back to 2011, achieved by Massimiliano Blardone, while the most recent podium was secured by Luca De Aliprandini in 2021.

[bookmark: _Hlk85446602]PARTNERS AND SPONSORS: UNITY IS STRENGTH
The OC Alpine Ski World Cup Alta Badia would like to thank all partners for their support. The partners and sponsors of the World Cup races in Alta Badia are an integral part of the event and contribute to making also this edition unique and special. This confirms the solid relationship that has been established over the years between partners and the OC Alpine Ski World Cup Alta Badia.

For further information: 
Alpine Ski World Cup Alta Badia – www.skiworldcup.it – Phone +39 0471/830161 – Email: info@skiworldcup.it 
Tourist Offices Alta Badia – www.altabadia.org – Phone +39 0471/836176-847037 – Email: info@altabadia.org 

Alta Badia Press Office: 
Nicole Dorigo: Mob. +39 338/9506830 – Email: press@altabadia.org
Stefanie Irsara: Mob. +39 340/8738833 – Email: stefanie.irsara@altabadia.org 
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