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PRESS RELEASE
‘A TASTE FOR SKIING’ IN ALTA BADIA
TOP OF THE MOUNTAINS
Lech-Zürs and Kitzbühel in Austria, St. Moritz, Zermatt and Gstaad in Switzerland, Sochi in Russia and Almaty in Kazakhstan: all coming together in Alta Badia to celebrate top-quality mountain cuisine at the 'Top of the mountains' event. These are just some of the ski resorts where the chefs taking part in the ninth edition of “A taste for skiing“ will be coming from - an initiative to be held in Alta Badia, which will be opening its slopes to countless ski enthusiasts from 3rd December onwards. 
Alta Badia (South Tyrolean Dolomites / Italy) – In recent years, Alta Badia, www.altabadia.org, has become a top tourist destination for food and wine. This is also thanks to the ‘A taste for skiing’ event - the most delicious initiative of the whole winter season, that starts every year in December on the slopes of this resort located in the heart of the Dolomites, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The slogan for the ninth edition of the event, which will be launched at the now traditional ‘Gourmet Skisafari’ on Sunday 11th December, is: ‘Top of the mountains’. Alta Badia is recognised as being one of the world’s most fascinating and attractive destinations and, for this edition of the event, the best chefs from the most popular and famous ski resorts have been invited to come along and celebrate top quality mountain retreats. As well as bringing prestige, high quality cuisine also represents the common denominator in the tourist destinations that are part of the A taste for skiing, which all share a passion for snow and high quality in all fields. This initiative aims at creating a symbolic link between the various ski resorts, joining together cultures, ingredients and unique, unparalleled flavours.  
The concept of the initiative remains the same: 14 gourmet chefs will each be assigned to a mountain hut on the slopes of Alta Badia, creating a recipe that will be offered to skiers throughout the winter season. The chefs will be taking their inspiration from the cuisine and traditions of their own local area when creating their unique recipes. Each dish will tell a story, linked to local products, local producers and, of course, to the gourmet chefs themselves. The chefs will focus on genuine ingredients for their recipes, using ingredients of only the highest quality. Each dish will be paired with a wine from South Tyrol, carefully selected by an expert sommelier from the same area, creating incredibly special and original combinations.  
In Alta Badia, a winter holiday means so much more than just skiing down a few slopes. The ‘A taste for skiing’ initiative enhances the winning combination of snow sports and excellent cuisine - the main strengths of this area. The idea is to bring incredibly high quality food and wines to skiers and all food-lovers out there, further enhancing the food and drink on offer at the resort’s mountain huts.
GOURMET SKISAFARI: FIFTH EDITION TO BE HELD ON 11TH DECEMBER
The culinary event of the season, ‘A taste for skiing’, will be officially launched on Alta Badia's slopes on Sunday 11th December. The fifth edition of the much-anticipated ‘Gourmet Skisafari’ will be bringing Michelin star cuisine 2,000 m above sea level, into the heart of the Dolomites. Alta Badia’s Michelin-starred chefs, together with their colleagues from other top international ski destinations, will be presenting their dishes in a number of mountain lodges, much to the pleasure of all skiers. These dishes have been created with the culinary traditions of the chefs’ local areas in mind. Skiers will therefore have the chance to ski from one mountain hut to another, tasting the chefs’ wonderful creations. Real works of art will be presented - a feast not just for the taste buds, but also for the eyes. There’ll of course also be the possibility to meet the chefs in person and ask them about the stories behind their dishes. All of this to create one of the season’s first ski outings characterised by amazing flavours. 
CARE'S - ETHICAL CHEF DAYS
From 22nd to 25th January 2017, ‘Care's’ will be returning - the second edition of the new project by Michelin-starred chef Norbert Niederkofler and Paolo Ferretti. The main players in the international restaurant industry, together with the most skilled wine producers and food experts, will all be meeting in Alta Badia to discuss and share a common vision based on ethics and responsibility within food and wine culture. www.care-s.it 
SOMMELIERS ON THE SLOPES
Following the success of the last event, 'Sommeliers on the slopes’ will be returning for the 2016/17 winter season. The aim of the initiative is to enhance the winning combination of skiing and excellent local wines. There are six dates planned for the upcoming season, scheduled between January and March (19th and 26th January, 9th and 16th February, 9th and 16th March), each involving wonderful skiing on Alta Badia's slopes, combined with the chance to taste South Tyrol's finest wines in a number of mountain huts. Participants will be accompanied by a ski instructor as well as a professional sommelier. The price of the wine tasting session, including the ski guide, is € 25.00 per person. Each event is organised together with the ‘South Tyrol Wine Consortium’ and South Tyrol’s Sommelier Association. 
A WINE SKISAFARI 2,000 METRES ABOVE SEA LEVEL
On Sunday 19th March 2017, Alta Badia will be bringing South Tyrol’s finest wines to the mountains for an exclusive tasting session, set to take place from 10am until 3.30pm in the Piz Arlara, Bioch, I Tablà and Pralongià mountain huts. The aim of the initiative is to round off the winter season in style, dedicated to excellent food and wine. The event is organised by the Alta Badia Tourist Board, together with IDM (Innovation, Development Marketing), and with the support of the ‘South Tyrol Wine Consortium’ and South Tyrol's ‘Consorzio Tutela Speck Alto Adige’. 
OTHER FOOD AND WINE EVENTS 
The excellent food and wine events organised in Alta Badia this winter continue with “Leitner ropeways VIP Lounge”, on the occasion of the two Alpine Skiing World Cup races to be held on the Gran Risa slope on 18th and 19th December 2016. Two of South Tyrol's very own Michelin-starred chefs, Gerhard Wieser from the ‘Trenkerstube’ restaurant and Peter Girtler from ‘Einhorn’ restaurant, will be delighting spectators with their delicacies. Special Christmas dishes can be tasted throughout the period of Advent, from 2nd December until 8th January 2017, at the Christmas Village in San Cassiano. “Roda dles Saus” returns on 12th March - the event dedicated to Ladin cuisine. This initiative will be held throughout the week at the mountain huts of the skitour La Crusc. What's more, throughout the entire winter season, there’ll also be the chance to take part in the “Breakfast with powder snow” initiative, held at the Las Vegas and Col Alt mountain huts.  An excellent opportunity to be the first on the slopes in the morning, as well as enjoying a hearty breakfast with all of South Tyrol's best products. And for those wanting to prepare Ladin dishes also at home, traditional Ladin cooking lessons are held every Wednesday at the Alfarëi farm. The Gourmet Hotel Gran Ander will also be holding Christmas cooking courses with a modern twist. The season will draw to a close with the third edition of the “Skicarousel Vintage Party”, scheduled for 1st and 2nd April 2017, when the various mountain lodges will be offering fashionable dishes from the 70s and 80s.
For further information: Alta Badia Tourist Board – www.altabadia.org – Tel.: +39 0471/836176-847037 – Email: info@altabadia.org
Alta Badia Press Office: 
Nicole Dorigo: Mobile: +39 338/9506830 – Email: press@altabadia.org
Stefanie Irsara: Mobile: +39 340/8738833 – Email: stefanie.irsara@altabadia.org 
Str. Colz, 75, 39030 La Villa (BZ)
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